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A MORMON WHITE HOUSE?
By Bob Waldrep

It may seem strange, but the Mormon Church seems to
have caught the interest of the news media during the
past few months, even becoming a topic of discussion
on daytime and late-night talk shows. It has also been
addressed during the political debates. Why has
Mormonism suddenly become such a hot media topic?

Because one of the leading candidates for the 2008
Republican presidential nomination is Mitt Romney, a
member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. And, while the Romney campaign would
certainly rather focus on the issues, his Church
membership is not being left out of the discussion by
those who interview him.

Following are examples of the questions members of
the media, and some in the general public, have been
asking relative to Romney’s Church membership:

Today Show host, Matt Lauer: “53% of
Americans, right now according to a poll say
they have some reservations about voting for a
Mormon, 25% of Evangelicals said they would
not vote for a Mormon, how are you going to
bridge that divide?”

CBS Morning Show host, Hannah Storm: “There
are some people who’ll focus on, maybe,
aspects of your religion that they don’t
understand, or that sounds strange to them;
something like...when Jesus returns to the earth
and he and Adam meet and it's in Missouri. Is
Missouri a holy land?”

Larry King, host of the Larry King Show: “What do
you make of the whole Mormonism issue? Should
it be or not be an issue? Is it fair to bring it up?”®

Tonight Show host, Jay Leno: “You're Mormon
and to a lot of people they don'’t really understand
it and they don’t quite, uh...do you see yourself in
the same sort of situation as [John F. Kennedy]
was back then?™

Unidentified voter at a public forum: “[Regarding]
the Book of the Mormon and the Bible, if you had
a question and you had to make a decision,
where would the Bible be in that process?”

Why is Romney being singled out on the religion issue?
Why aren’t other candidates being asked the same
questions about their own Church membership and
religious beliefs? The answer is found in the questions.

The media’s questions clearly indicate they have
discerned two important details about Mormonism:

First, that it appears very different than the religious
beliefs of other candidates professing to be Christians
and secondly, that the polls indicate a significant
percentage of the population have some reservations
about it.

In fact, last February a Romney campaign memo was
leaked to the press revealing that, early in the
campaign, the Romney camp understood his religious
beliefs would be a topic of interest with the media and
voters. Boston Globe reporter Scott Hellman, who
made the memo public, stated:

Romney's sensitivity to his Mormon faith as a
campaign issue is apparent throughout the plan. It
acknowledges that some view Mormonism as weird
and lists ways Romney should defend his faith,
from highlighting the way he has lived his life, rather
than which church he attends, to acknowledging
theological differences with mainline Christian
denominations while refusing to be drawn into an
extensive discussion of Mormon doctrine and
practices.®

Toward that end, the campaign has been consistent in
its answers, focusing on faith and values, avoiding
extensive discussions of Mormon theology, and, at
times, inferring that those who hold such concerns are
intolerant or bigoted. This approach is evidenced in
Romney’s response to the previously stated media
questions (emphasis added to responses):

Regarding the polling numbers given by Matt Lauer,
Romney stated:

I think I've found people across this country want a
person of faith to lead the country and they don’t
particularly care as much about the brand of faith as
they do about the values the person has. And my
values are as American as you can imagine. |
believe in God, | believe that all the men and women
in this country are children of God, the men and
women of the entire world are brothers and sisters.
The kinds of values which | have in m my heart are the
kinds of values which America needs.
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To Larry King’'s “Mormon issue” question, he replied:

People are going to make an assessment of the
person who is president of the United States, or that
would be president, based on every piece of
information they have. And | think if they take a look
at me and my family, they'll say you know what?
This guy has got the same values that | have.®

Replying to Leno’s comparison with Kennedy, he said:

...I think the country has changed since then. | go
around the country and people say to me they do
want a person of faith. They want somebody who
actually believes in God who believes that we’re all
children of the same God (audience applause). At
the same time Americans don’t choose their leader
based on what Church they go to..you know,
Americans don’t divide over religion we come
together, we unite over the right of people to worship
God as they choose. It’'s some of our enemies
who divide over religion.’

You know, why don’t you talk to my

Church about doctrines of my Church?
— Mitt Romney

As these answers reflect, whenever the Mormon
question is raised the answers focus on family, being a
person of faith, and having common values. But, what
about when asked to define what this means to him—to
discuss his personal religious beliefs—as did the voter
questioning him about the Book of Mormon and the
Bible, or, as did, Hannah Storm, regarding, the aspects
of his religion’s beliefs that, as she referred to them,
“sound strange” to some people?

To the voter, Romney replied:

| don’t know that there is any conflict at all between
the values of great faiths."®

Not exactly an answer to the question that was asked
but it did, again, stress values and faith. And in his
response to Storm he makes it clear there is no need to
ask him about what his Church teaches, replying:

You know, why don’t you talk to my Church
about doctrines of my Church? And, I'm going to
leave to me the responsibility | have to talk about
America and its future.

This is certainly a fair response as a political candidate,
or leader, should not be expected to also be a
theologian for his Church. However, one can also
understand the media’s expectation that he address
questions about his religion, knowing that this is not a
new convert; but, a person who has held numerous
positions in the Church. As Storm points out in her
interview, Romney has served the Church as a
missionary (as has his five sons), a Mormon Bishop,
and helped build a Church.'

in the Larry King interview, Romney, confirmed his
knowledge of Mormon theology was sufficient to know
it is different from that of other Churches and that, at
least, some beliefs held by the Mormon Church would
appear unusual to those outside the Church:

...my religion's theology may be different than that of
other faiths, but my religion is like other religions. It
has its own unusual beliefs, for those who weren't
born in the church..."

When Romney appeared on Hannity’s America, host,
Sean Hannity presented an interesting observation with
a follow up question to the candidate:

We had [Frank Luntz] on the day after the debate,
and there were two issues where he felt you were
really connecting with his focus group. One of them
was on the issue of immigration, the second one was
your answer about your faith. When you said, ‘I
believe in God, the Bible, and Jesus Christ is my
savior’ and it got the highest response for you. Why
do you think on the religion issue that resonated as
much as it did?"*

To this important question of belief, Romney’s replied:

You know, | think people in this country don’t like
discrimination, don’t like intolerance, don't like bigotry
in any shape or form, and they want to show their
support for people who share their values and their
basic fundamental beliefs. And so | think they are a
little tired of those that are sort of snapping from the
sidelines. And people want a person of faith to lead
the country, and care about their values; don’t
particularly care about which church they go to."

FAITH AND FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS

When Romney’s reference to having shared “basic
fundamental beliefs”, is put in the context of the
question asked, he must be referring to people having
shared beliefs about God, the Bible, and Jesus Christ
as savior. And even though the Associated Press
recently reported Romney has now said “he’ll probably
deliver a speech explaining the role his Mormon faith
plays in his political life”,'® thus far, he has chosen not to
discuss the specifics of his personal beliefs. Therefore,
one could not say with absolute certainty that he agrees
with his Church on these key doctrinal areas of God, the
Bible and Jesus, as Savior.

Until Mr. Romney more clearly articulates his personal
beliefs and what he means when he says they are the
same as those of other Americans, many voters will
continue to assume his beliefs are in line with the
teachings of the Mormon Church, rather than those of
the Christian Church. If he is not in agreement with the
official teachings of his Church on these points, he
would do well to establish that as part of the public
record and make this a non-issue for evangelical voters
and others who have expressed concern over his being
a Mormon. Instead of doing this, it would appear Mr.
Romney has actually taken the opposite path stating
during one political debate:



And | also believe that there are some pundits out
there that are hoping I'll distance myself from my
Church so thatll help me politically. And that's not
gonna happen.'’

So, what are the teachings of the Mormon Church, in
these three key areas of faith? Are they the same as that
of the Christian Church; or, are they representative of the
theological differences, Romney referred to as “unusual
beliefs” to people who are not in the Mormon Church?

Mr. Romney is absolutely correct in stating questions of
doctrine should be discussed with his Church, not him. As
such, this examination will focus on the official teachings
of the Mormon Church, as found in church documents, by
Church leaders at the highest level. At each point the
question must be raised, would these also be beliefs
shared by Christian Churches and found in the Bible?

[Ed. Note: At the end of this article are quotes from Mormon
authorities documenting their teaching of these doctrines.]

WHO IS THE GOD OF THE MORMON CHURCH

Mormonism teaches that prior to becoming God,
Heavenly Father, or Elohim (two common names
Mormons use for God) was a mortal man on another
planet. He eventually proved himself worthy to join the
other gods by being made a god himself. He then
organized all the worlds we know and established a place
called the first estate or preexistence. There he and his
goddess wife (probably many wives) began to procreate,
populating the first estate with spirit children.

According to Mormon theology, each of these spirit
children (except for one third who rebelled against
Heavenly Father) will, at some point, be placed within the
womb of an earthly mother to be born with a physical
body. Thus, everyone who has lived, now lives, and will
live, are literally brothers and sisters as all were fathered
by the same person in the preexistence. Furthermore, the

Church teaches that Mormons, have the capability of
becoming a god just like their Heavenly Father.

It is certainly possible Romney does not understand this
doctrine of his Church; however, he has certainly hinted at
it, even referring to it when announcing his candidacy:

| believe in God and | believe that every person in this
great country, and every person on this great planet,
is a child of God. | believe that we are all sisters and
brothers.'®

He has repeated this in numerous interviews:

| believe that all the men and women in this country
are children of God, the men and women of the entire
world are brothers and sisters.'®

What's at the heart of my faith is a belief that there is a
creator, that we are all children of the same God, and
that fundamentally, the relationshif you have with your
spouse is important and eternal.® [Marriage must be
eternal in Mormonism since, if a man does become a
god, he will need his wife to birth his spirit children.]

They want somebody who actually believes in God, who
believes that we're all children of the same God.”'

After the above statement on the Tonight Show the
audience broke into applause. Would they have done so
had they known that in Mormon theology this would refer
to a previous birth in the first-estate where everyone was
literally the child of God and a goddess wife?

MORMON DOCTRINE REGARDING JESUS

The Mormon Church teaches that, just as everyone
else, Jesus was also born in the preexistence and that
he is the spirit-brother of all, including Satan. While this
is certainly not in line with Christian doctrine, perhaps
even more incredible to many Christians is the Mormon
Church’s belief regarding the birth of Jesus.

COMPARISON CHART OF MORMON AND BIBLICAL TEACHINGS

Mormon Teaching

GOD. The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are three separate
Gods, though one Godhead. God the Father was once a mortal
man like us and became exalted to Godhood. He still has a
physical body. He has a wife in heaven, a Goddess.

Biblical Teaching

GOD. There is one and only one God (Is. 43:10; 44:6-8; 1 Tim. 2:5);
the “Godhead” is one Divine Being (Acts 17:24-29). God the Father
was and is not a man but is an infinite Spirit (Ps. 139:7-10; John
4:20-24). There is no Goddess.

MAN. All human beings were spirit children of God and his wife
in a preexistent spirit world and can become Gods, like the
Father, through exaltation.

MAN. The first man became a living being when he was formed from
dust (Gen. 2:7). Christ preexisted in heaven, but we did not (John
3:13, 30-31; 8:56-58).

CHRIST. Jesus was the firstborn of God'’s billions of spirit
children. He became a God in the spirit world. He was
conceived and born of Mary and God the Father as his literal,
natural mother and father in the flesh.

CHRIST. Jesus is the only heavenly, divine Son of God (John 1:14-
18; 5:17-23; etc.). He has always been God (Ps. 90:2; John 1:1; Heb.
1:10-12). He was conceived and born of Mary by the Holy Spirit
(Matt. 1:18; Luke 1:35).

SALVATION. Christ’s suffering in Gethsemane guarantees the
salvation of all but a perverse few, whether they believe or not,
to one of three heavens. Exaltation to Godhood comes to full
participants in the LDS religion and temple ceremonies. Many
people will be saved in the afterlife through the LDS baptism for
the dead.

SALVATION. Christ's death (Rom. 5:8-10; 1 Pet. 2:23) saves only
believers (John 3:16-18; Rom. 3:21-28). Unbelievers will get eternal
punishment, while believers will get eternal life (Matt. 25:46; John
5:28-29; Rom. 6:23). No one can become a God (Is. 43:10). There is
no second chance after death (Heb. 9:26). Baptism for the dead was
unknown except among heretics (1 Cor. 15:29).

CHURCH. The LDS Church is the only true Church. Early
Christianity became apostate and the church was dead for over
a millennium until Joseph Smith.

CHURCH. Some people would become apostates, but never the
whole church (Matt. 16:18; 18:20; 28:20; Eph. 5:25-27; 1 Tim. 4:1;
Jude 3).




The Bible specifically states, and the Christian Church
has historically affirmed, that the Holy Spirit
overshadowed Mary and she, a virgin, gave birth to
Jesus.®? The Mormon Church has clearly denied this
teaching Heavenly Father is the father of Jesus, not
only in his spirit body, but of his physical body, as well.

Though often embarrassing to modern-day Mormons,
their Church leaders have clearly taught that Heavenly
Father, not only, had relations with his daughter, Mary,
to father Jesus, but also married her.

How can the Mormon Church completely disregard the
plain teaching of the Bible on this point? The answer is
found in their view of the Scriptures.

THE MORMON CHURCH AND THE BIBLE

The Mormon Church has four standard works: the Bible,
the Book of Mormon, Doctrines and Covenants, and the
Pearl of Great Price. Of these, only one—the Bible—is
claimed by the Mormon Church to be mistranslated and,
thus, to be unreliable in places. This means the other
Mormon Scriptures and the revelations of Mormon
prophets are more reliable than the Bible.

Clearly, the teachings of the Mormon Church on the
important fundamentals beliefs regarding God, Jesus
and the Bible are vastly different from that held by the
Christian Church. Without question this troubles some
when considering a political candidate.

When Mr. Romney says he holds to the same beliefs as
other Americans, perhaps he does. However, if he
holds to the teachings of his Church then his is a
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different God, a different Jesus, and a different view of
the Scripture than that of the Christian Church. Until the
record is clear on this, it is understandable that the
media and Evangelicals will continue to question him on
these points of difference.
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DOCTRINAL DOCUMENTATION QUOTES FROM MORMON PUBLICATIONS

Concerning the Mormon Doctrine of God and the Preexistence

“Is it not feasible to believe that female spirits were created in the
image of a ‘Maother in Heaven'?” Prophet Joseph FHelding Smith, Jr.
Answers to Gospel Questions, p 44

“To become like [God] we must have all the powers of godhood,;
thus a man and his wife when glorified will have spirit children who
eventually will go on an earth like this one we are on...and if faithful,
then they also will receive the fullness of exaltation and partake of the
same blessings.. We will become gods and have jurisdiction over
worlds, and these worlds will be peopled by our own offspring.”
Achieving a Celestial Marriage (Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1976), p. 132

“..our Father in heaven was once a man as we are now...By
obedience to eternal gospel principles, he progressed from one stage
of life to another until he attained the state that we call exaltation or
godhood. In such a condition, he and our mother in heaven were
empowered to give hirth to spirit children whose potential was equal to
that of their heavenly parents. We are those spirit children.” Ibid.

Concerning the Mormon Doctrine of Jesus

“The appointment of Jesus to be the Savior of the world was
contested by one of the other sons of God. He was called Lucifer...this
spirit-brother of Jesus desperately tried to become the Savior of
mankind.” Apostle Milton R. Hunter, The Gospel Through the Ages, p.15

Father, not in violation of natural law but in accordance with a higher
manifestation thereof; and, the offspring from that association...was of
right to be called the ‘Son of the Highest'.” The Life and Teachings of
Jesus and His Apostles, 2 ed. (Salt Lake Gity: The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints), p. 23

“The fleshly body of Jesus required a Mother as well as a Father.
Therefore, the Father and Mother of Jesus, according to the flesh, must
have been associated together in the capacity of Husband and Wife;
hence the Virgin Mary must have been, for some time being, the lawful
wife of God the Father: we use the term lawful Wfe, because it would be
blasphemous in the highest degree to say that He overshadowed her to
begat the Saviour unlawfully.. But God having created all men and
women, had the most perfect right to do with His own creation, according
to His holy will and pleasure: He had a lawful right to overshadow the
Virgin Mary in the capacity of a husband, and to beget a Son, although
she was espoused to anather.” Apostle Orson Pratt, The Seer, p. 158

“...President Hinckley spoke of those outside the Church who say
Latter-day Saints ‘do not believe in the traditional Christ. No we don't.
The traditional Christ of whom they speak is not the Christ of whom |
speak’.” LDS CHURCH NEWS, Saturday, June 20, 1998

Concerning the Mormon View of The Bible

“We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated

correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.” 8h

“That Child to be born of Mary was begotten of Elohim, the Eternal Article of Faith, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
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