
1 
 

 

 

The Story of the Cosmos – How the Heavens Declare the Glory of God 

Fourteen-Week Course Syllabus for Group Leaders/Teachers 

 

A Brief Story About The Story of the Cosmos 

The inspiration from this book came from a unique interdisciplinary event held on the campus of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in March of 2018. Over 200 people attended a two-hour 
presentation we called “Astrophysics and Fantasy – Hubble Meets Narnia”. It brought together C.S. 
Lewis scholar Dr. Michael Ward who spoke about Lewis’s cosmological imagination both in The 
Chronicles of Narnia and in his science fiction trilogy as well as a veteran Hubble Space Telescope 
astronomer who shared many breathtaking and captivating images of the cosmos taken by Hubble. The 
overwhelmingly positive response from attendees encouraged Dr. Paul Gould and me to collaborate on 
the book project in hopes of further encouraging more of these kinds of interdisciplinary events for the 
glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). What you hold in your hands is the result – an ecumenical, interdisciplinary 
vista of the heavens as the ancients would have well understood; a unified and harmonious way to see 
the heavens and earth and our place within them that we hope brings all due glory to God in Christ. 

 

Course Philosophy 

Christian philosopher Alvin Plantiga has written, that mathematics “should be applicable to the 
world is indeed astounding. It is also properly thought of as unreasonable, in the sense that from a 
naturalistic perspective it would be wholly unreasonable to expect this sort of mathematics to be useful 
in describing our world.”1 Royal astronomer Sir Martin Rees notes that “Astronomy is the oldest 
numerical science, crucial in ancient times for calendars and navigation. It is now experiencing a surge 
of discovery. The enhanced focused on time as we enter the new millennium is boosting interest in our 
cosmic environment. Astronomy is still the science of numbers, and this book [Just Six Numbers – The 
Deep Forces that Shape the Universe] is the story of six that are crucial for our universe and our place in 
it”2 Note that Rees suggests numbers are not the whole story, but that they tell a story. 

 
Our contributors believe that the cosmos does indeed tell a story, written by the Logos, the Word of 

God made flesh who came down to us and lived among us. The central theme of it all, the “story of the 
cosmos”, the one truth (uni veritas) of the heavens and the earth is the glory of God (Psalm 19) in Christ 
Jesus, “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or Dominions or rulers or authorities – all things have been created by Him and for 
Him” (Col. 1:16).  

 
We believe that the heavens speak to us well beyond the myopic one-dimensionality of the material 

sciences. Art, philosophy, history, literature, music, drama, theology all have a voice in the discussion. 
Astronomy has been and continues to be expressed through visual, oral, and written communication. The 
Story of the Cosmos tries to capture that triune approach. It is not just a science book about the universe, 
but also a multifaceted means by which we can recapture an integrated way of looking at the heavens 
and the earth and our lives within it. The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. Jesus 
often told stories and parables about the kingdom using parables from nature. We humbly hope our book 
has, however imperfectly, followed His example.  
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Course Materials 

1. Books. A paper or electronic copy of The Story of the Cosmos – How the Heavens Declare the Glory 
of God. Electronic copies, however, will not follow the pagination outlined in the study guides. A 
preferred version of the Bible will also come in handy, either electronic or physical copy. A journal for 
taking notes is not required but is recommended.  
 
2. Computer/Internet Access. The introduction videos for each chapter are publicly available on 
YouTube. Group facilitators should have access to the Internet and a screen or TV viewable for small-
group presentations. Participants may watch the videos independently, in the group or both. 
 
3. Weekly Incarnate Participation. We believe you will get the most out of this course by meeting 
together in person to discuss each chapter as you are able. Presently there are no compensatory 
incentives offered for weekly attendance, but that could be up to the discretion of the group 
leader/facilitator to make things more interesting! Incarnate, in-person dialogue and discussion will 
hopefully inspire more meaningful, encouraging and exhortative insights and encourage participants to 
seek out more collaborative and practical ways of putting what is learned in this course into action. 
Though this study is deliberately Christian in its nature and focus, we encourage you to invite a skeptic 
or unbelieving friend, family member or loved one to the group as well.  

 

Course Description 

The late astronomer Robert Jastrow famously quipped decades ago that for many secular scientists, 
our contemporary understanding of the universe’s origin seems to have come to a nightmarish dead end. 
He muses that “For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story ends like a 
bad dream. He has scaled the mountains of ignorance, he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he 
pulls himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for 
centuries.”3 This 14-week course offers the vantage point of some of us who sit among Jastrow’s “band 
of theologians.” It is a theologically thought-provoking and interdisciplinary look at the universe from a 
distinctly Christian perspective, centered upon Psalm 19 and how the contributors see God’s glory in the 
universe. Our approach taps both reason and imagination, enabling course participants not only 
refreshing Christological vistas of the heavens, but also ways in which a deeper understanding of God’s 
created cosmos can enrich and encourage us in our everyday lives. This isn’t just a class about 
astronomy, but how we can better appreciate and understand God’s glory in our own lives as well.  

 
Each lesson consists of (1) reading the assigned chapter (30 minutes), (2) watching a short 

introductory video for each chapter (10 minutes), (3) a one-page chapter summary with discussion 
questions (4) group participation and (5) exhortation to consider personal and practical applications from 
each chapter. Group discussions are designed for anywhere from 30 to 60 minutes.  

 



3 
 

 

 

  

The Story of the Cosmos – How the Heavens Declare the Glory of God 

Fourteen-Week Course Syllabus for Group Leaders/Teachers 

 

Course Objectives 

I. Interdisciplinary 
 
Encourage and inspire Christians to think more holistically, with an emphasis on an ecumenical and 

interdisciplinary approach to understanding the heavens and the earth and how they point to the glory of 
God in Christ (Gen. 1-2; Is. 40:26; 45:12; Ex. 31:17; Job 38-41; Ps. 8; 19; 29; 33:6; 139; 148; John 1:1-
14; 8:12, 58; 17; Col. 1:16-18; Heb. 1:3; 11:3; Rom. 1:18-20; 10:18; Rev. 22:16).  
 
II. Inspirational  
 

Inspire believers to be transformed by the renewing of their minds regarding God’s book of nature 
and how a better and deeper understanding and appreciation for creation can strengthen and deepen their 
faith in Christ (Gen. 1-2; 15:5; Ex. 31:17; Job 38-41; Ps. 8; 19; 29; 33:6; 111:2; 139; 148; Is. 40; 53; 60; 
Jer. 31; Dan. 12:3; Mal. 4:2; John 1:1-14; 1 Cor. 15:29-42).  
 
III. Exhortative 
 

Exhort Christians and non-Christians alike to acquire a greater understanding and deeper 
appreciation for how the heavens reflect the glory of God, to offer to non-Christians an introduction to a 
solid and thoughtful 21st-century Christian point of view on the universe, and to encourage everyone 
everywhere to consider (or reconsider) God’s glory in the heavens and turn (or return) to Him by faith 
(Ezekiel 18:32; Matt. 3:2; 5-6; 28:18-20; John 3; Romans 1-2; 12; Col. 1:28; 2 Peter. 3:9).    
 
IV. Practical   
 

Provide ideas and concepts that will encourage participants to create collaborative, interdisciplinary 
projects that bring together a variety of disciplines, subjects, interests and ideas. We hope such 
collaborative efforts can help facilitate a more holistic, reasoned and imaginative Gospel apologetic for 
the wider culture. In short, we hope participants will be inspired to create their own Astrophysics & 
Fantasy-like projects through social media, blogs, videos, incarnate presentations, classroom 
presentations or even creatively inspire lesson plans, ideas in the workplace, essays, or even be moved to 
seek out other unique collaborative book projects all for the glory of God in Christ (1 Cor. 10:31). 

 

1. Alvin Plantinga, Where the Conflict Really Lies – Science, Religion & Naturalism (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2011), 285. 
2. Martin Rees, Just Six Numbers – The Deep Forces That Shape the Universe (New York: Basic Books, 1999), ix. 
3. Robert Jastrow, God and the Astronomers (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc.), 107.  
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Possible Course Schedules 

There are 14 separate chapters, each with a study guide and short introductory video. Each group 
meeting can run from anywhere from 45 minutes to an hour or more, depending. You can meet once a 
week for an hour and cover just one chapter or you can meet for 90 minutes or more and cover two 
chapters.  

 
Approximate hours invested in the course – 14 hours meeting – 5-7 hours of reading – 19-21 hrs. 
 

       One Chapter Per Week  Two Chapters Per Week           Three Chapters Per Week 
 Fourteen Weeks           Seven Weeks            Five Weeks 
 
Week   Chapter Week  Chapter            Week             Chapter 
1 1  1  1-2   1  1-3 
2 2  2  3-4   2  4-6 
3 3  3  5-6   3  7-9 
4 4  4  7-8   4  10-13 
5 5  5  9-10   5  14 
6 6  6  11-2 
7 7  7  13-14 
8 8 
9 9 
10 10 
11 11 
12 12 
13 13 
14 14 
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F o r  F u r t h e r  R e a d i n g 

A List of Resources “Friendly” to a Christian Worldview 
 

1. Alister McGrath, The Re-enchantment of Nature, Science, Religion and the Human Sense of Wonder (London: 
Hodder & Stoughton, 2002).  

2. C.S. Lewis, The Chronicles of Narnia - The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe, (New York: Harper Collins, 
1950). 

3. C.S. Lewis, The Discarded Image (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1964).  

4. Christopher W. Morgan & Robert A. Peterson, The Glory of God (Wheaton: Crossway, 2010).  

5. Danny Faulkner, The Expanse of Heaven: Where Creation and Astronomy Intersect (Green Forest: Master 
Books, 2017). 

6. Dennis R. Danielson, ed., The Book of the Cosmos – Imaging the Universe from Heraclitus to Hawking 
(Cambridge: Perseus Publishing, 2000).  

7. E.W. Maunder, The Astronomy of the Bible (Washington, D.C.: Ross & Perry, 2002).  

8. Geraint F. Lewis and Luke A. Barnes, A Fortunate Universe, Life in a Finely Tuned Cosmos (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2016).  

9. Guy Consolmagno, SJ and Paul Mueller, SJ, Would You Baptize an Extraterrestrial…And Other Questions 
from the Astronomers’ In-Box at the Vatican Observatory (New York: Image Books, 2014).  

10. J.R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings, 50th Anniversary One-Volume Edition (Boston, New York: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 2004).  

 11. John North, Cosmos – An Illustrated History of Astronomy and Cosmology (Chicago: The University of 
Chicago Press, 2008).  

12. Mark R. Chartrand, National Audubon Society Field Guide to the Night Sky (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1991).  

13. Martha Evans Martin & Donald Howard Menzel, The Friendly Stars – How to Locate and Identify Them 
(New York: Dover, 1966).  

14. Michael G. Strauss, The Creator Revealed – A Physicist Examines the Big Bang and the Bible (Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson, 2019). 

15. Michael Ward, Planet Narnia – The Seven Heavens in the Imagination of C.S. Lewis (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2008).  

16. N. Max Wilders, The Theologian and His Universe – Theology and Cosmology from the Middle Ages to the 
Present (New York: The Seabury Press, 1982).  

17.Owen Gingerich, God’s Universe (Harvard: Harvard University Press, 2006).  

18. Thomas Howard, Chance or the Dance? A Critique of Modern Secularism, 2nd Edition (San Francisco: St. 
Ignatius Press, 2001).  

 


